
Justices, Judges and Circuit Court Clerks:  
 
As an update to my message from March 17 (below), I am attaching Word versions of the 
sample orders from Sections 7.11, 7.12, 7.21, 7.22 and 7.23 of the “Public Health Law Judicial 
Reference Guide for Kentucky Courts.” These orders can be used if you receive a request to 
order an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 to self-quarantine or to authorize the 
temporary search and seizure required for involuntary testing.  
 
Thank you for your continued leadership and your willingness to adapt to this rapidly changing 
situation.  
 
Chief Justice John D. Minton, Jr. 
 
From: Chief Justice John D. Minton, Jr.  
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 12:45 PM 
To: Chief Justice John D. Minton, Jr. <johnminton@kycourts.net> 
Subject: Update from Chief Justice Minton 3-17-20: Guidance for Issuing Quarantine Orders 
 

 
CDC: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) ▪ Kentucky Public Health: COVID-19 ▪ KCOJ: 

COVID-19 and the Courts 
 

Update for March 17, 2020 

Justices, Judges and Circuit Court Clerks: 

Many of you have raised questions regarding your role in ordering individuals who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 to self-quarantine. Last week I sent each of you a copy of the 
“Public Health Law Judicial Reference Guide for Kentucky Courts.” I have attached the Guide 
to this email and request that you familiarize yourself with it, particularly pages 69—71. I am 
also attaching the relevant portions of the Guide – Sections 4.11, 4.14, and 4.15—for quick 
reference. Please click on the following links to find the pertinent statutes and regulations 
related to this issue: KRS 39A.100, KRS 212.245, 902 KAR 2:030, and 902 KAR 2:050.  
 
Sections 7.11, 7.12, 7.21, 7.22 and 7.23 of the Guide contain sample orders that have already 
proven helpful in Nelson County, where we had our first case of court-ordered quarantine. I 
have asked the Administrative Office of the Courts to work on converting these orders to a 
usable format. We hope to have those ready to send to you soon.  
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstacks.cdc.gov%2Fview%2Fcdc%2F6815&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711210993&sdata=ypMX%2BjApJKH289BkDEabEBzdM7b46yqdilewuWWjfYI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstacks.cdc.gov%2Fview%2Fcdc%2F6815&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711210993&sdata=ypMX%2BjApJKH289BkDEabEBzdM7b46yqdilewuWWjfYI%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711210993&sdata=qSWQl%2BNJbbfe6OBtJKN%2Fai4UDSpOYPQcTD%2FeX%2FL4qps%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchfs.ky.gov%2Fagencies%2Fdph%2FPages%2Fcovid19.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711220948&sdata=mbViIsnlpV3nvdBc77nix2aALq9%2B6SdpJAMNDcQrpdc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkycourts.gov%2FPages%2FCoronavirus.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711220948&sdata=9tV6j73zPcFYWAqTvdJSwfO8%2BD1Qpgx9xS79wnbH4Uo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.legislature.ky.gov%2Flaw%2Fstatutes%2Fstatute.aspx%3Fid%3D21704&data=02%7C01%7CElizabethLucas%40kycourts.net%7Ce67e5965b6764a4c327a08d7ccd9ad2a%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637203108711230903&sdata=%2Bu3N0%2FdOuuGwSaSC614TRKpIqm5z49jCg1U3Eqb%2FItQ%3D&reserved=0
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Circuit judges should expect to hear court actions relating to isolation and quarantine. All 
judges may receive search warrants from health department officials to authorize the 
temporary search and seizure required for involuntary testing.  
 
From an administrative standpoint, I urge you all to consider using telephonic and remote 
video options when conducting hearings, particularly in matters relating to quarantine. In 
jurisdictions with more than one division of circuit court, I also urge you to consider 
appointing a single contact judge to oversee interactions with the local health department.  
 
Thank you all for the leadership you continue to show during this uncertain time. Please feel 
free to contact me with any questions.  
 
John D. Minton, Jr. 
Chief Justice of Kentucky 
Capitol Building 
700 Capital Avenue, Room 231 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Telephone 502.564.4162 

 


